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Japan Mennonite Christian Church Conference Confession of Faith

Adopted by the 615 General Conference of the Japan Mennonite Christian Church
Conference
18 May 2013

The Japan Mennonite Christian Church Conference is a people of God, a
community of the Lord, in the Anabaptist-Mennonite faith tradition that began in the
16" century Reformation. Congregations in the conference cooperatively share in
the work of evangelization. Each congregation is autonomous, independent and
self-supporting, but as disciples of Jesus Christ we hereby establish the Japan
Mennonite Christian Church Conference Confession of Faith to reaffirm our
shared faith today with the hope of further deepening our mutual fellowship and
cooperation.

The Lord Jesus Christ is at the center of our confession of faith. The Lord
preached the good news of the Kingdom of God, walked the way of the cross, and
through his teaching, his life, and his death, he redeemed us from sin and calls us
to be disciples. The risen Lord defeated death and is at work ahead of us even
today. We follow this Jesus Christ, to which the Old and New Testament give
testimony, as our sole savior and sole role model for our faith and life, and we
worship God the Father of Jesus Christ.

We are a branch of the worldwide body of Mennonite churches. With this in mind,
we join our Mennonite brothers and sisters in confessing the “Shared Convictions”
statement (adopted by the Mennonite World Conference General Council in
March 2006). This expresses the faith that unites Anabaptist/Mennonites who walk
in the path of disciples in today’s world.

We are also a branch of the people of God separated into various churches
around the world. Remembering this, we join all brothers and sisters in confessing
the creeds of the worldwide church, starting with the Apostles’ Creed.

The Lord Jesus Christ will one day come to make all things new. We have been
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granted imperishable hope. As we wait for that day, we live, work, and strive to
faithfully walk in the path of the Lord’s gospel. Protect us, O Lord, and guide us.

This we believe:
1. Jesus Christ is the Word of God the Father, and is revealed by the Holy Spirit.

2. The church is a community of believers which learns from the Bible under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

3. Believers listen to the Lord Jesus Christ, serve each other, and love their
neighbors.

4., Believers care for creation, build peace and justice which come from Christ, and
participate in the work of the Kingdom of God.

5. Following Jesus’ nonviolent way of life, we as believers do not participate in war.

Note:

“Creeds of the worldwide church” refer to creeds established by the ancient church,
including the Apostles’ Creed, Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, Chalcedonian
Creed, and Athanasian Creed. Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant churches all
accept these creeds.
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Mennonite World Conference
A Community of Anabaptist-related Churches

Shared Convictions

By the grace of God, we seek to live and proclaim the good news of
reconciliation in Jesus Christ. As part of the one body of Christ at all times and
places, we hold the following to be central to our belief and practice:
1. God is known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Creator who seeks to
restore fallen humanity by calling a people to be faithful in fellowship, worship,
service and witness.
2. Jesus is the Son of God. Through his life and teachings, his cross and
resurrection, he showed us how to be faithful disciples, redeemed the world,
and offers eternal life.
3. As a church, we are a community of those whom God’s Spirit calls to turn
from sin, acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, receive baptism upon confession
of faith, and follow Christ in life.
4. As a faith community, we accept the Bible as our authority for faith and life,
interpreting it together under Holy Spirit guidance, in the light of Jesus Christ
to discern God’s will for our obedience.
5. The Spirit of Jesus empowers us to trust God in all areas of life so we
become peacemakers who renounce violence, love our enemies, seek justice,
and share our possessions with those in need.
6. We gather regularly to worship, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and to hear
the Word of God in a spirit of mutual accountability.
7. As a world-wide community of faith and life we transcend boundaries of
nationality, race, class, gender and language. We seek to live in the world
without conforming to the powers of evil, witnessing to God’s grace by
serving others, caring for creation, and inviting all people to know Jesus Christ
as Saviour and Lord. In these convictions we draw inspiration from Anabaptist
forebears of the 16t century, who modeled radical discipleship to Jesus Christ.
We seek to walk in his name by the power of the Holy Spirit, as we
confidently await Christ’s return and the final fulfillment of God’s kingdom.
Adopted by Mennonite World Conference General Council
Pasadena, California (USA) March 15, 2006
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